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 AAD 2025 Summer Newsletter 
The recruiting slogan when I started ROTC over three decades ago 
was “Be All You Can Be.” As of March 8, 2023, we have returned to 
that slogan! As we now celebrate 250 years of our Army, let us 
ponder how each of us ensures that we honor the words of our oath 
and how we positively contribute to the Army Dental Corps and to 
those service members for whom we care. Every time I had the 
privilege of administering the oath of office, I took time to reflect 
upon that oath. I also would often ask “why”? What is the “why” for 
our service? Do we know and uphold Army values? Is our service 
genuinely selfless? Do we understand what our motto since 1778 
“This We’ll Defend” means? 

The U.S. Army Dental Corps has gone through many challenges 
and transitions over our 114-year history. It is inspiring to watch new 
leaders grow and to watch how technology and innovations are 
improving and advancing the care provided to those who wear the 
cloth of our Nation. We have some amazing historical figures such 
as World War II dentist and Medal of Honor recipient CPT Ben 
Salomon, who defended patients and Soldiers at the Battle of 
Saipan, and COL Roy Bodine, a World War II POW and Bataan 
Death March survivor. These are dental officers who truly went 
above the call of duty. We have had some tremendous leaders at all 
ranks throughout our history.  

One true legacy we have is MG (Ret) Patrick Sculley who passed 
away this past April after a courageous battle with cancer. This 
issue of the Association of Army Dentistry newsletter is dedicated to 
the memory and legacy of this leader who truly epitomized selfless 
service and visionary leadership. He was a man of faith and 
integrity. Many of us have special memories shared with him and 
consider him a mentor, a leader and a friend. My most special 
memory is sitting behind his family at Mass one Christmas season 
in San Antonio and marveling how they occupied the entire pew – 
and getting to brag about him and his family to my mom. Always 
approachable and vested in the growth of others, MG (Ret) Sculley 
is someone who will not be forgotten. We thank him and his family 
for their illustrious service. Please see the tribute to his life, legacy 
and service at the end of the newsletter. 

As we celebrate the 249th anniversary of our Nation, the AAD 
wishes you all a happy and safe Independence Day holiday. 

Karen M. Keith COL, USA (Ret) 
President and Chair of the Board  
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Happy Independence Day 
One flag, one land, one heart, one hand, one nation evermore! 
Oliver Wendell Holmes 

To Support and Defend the Constitution 
As AAD President Karen Keith referenced in her remarks above, taking the oath for Army officers 
and soldiers is a memorable experience. It is an oath that forges an invincible union out of a 
multitude of unique individuals. Although the oaths for officers and enlisted personnel are slightly 
different, the result is the same. 

Out of many comes one unified force – the U.S. Army. 

On June 14, 2025, the Army and our Country celebrated the 250th Anniversary of the founding of 
the U.S. Army – the senior service among 
our armed forces. As we look back on those 
early years, before we were even a country, 
we acknowledge the challenges and 
courage of our forefathers. After several 
years of growing discontent and 
increasingly violent confrontation in the 
Colonies, the Second Continental Congress 
took a bold step and established the 
Continental Army on June 14, 1775, setting 
us on the pathway to independence. They 
had confidence that this fledgling Army of 
individuals, fighting as one, could defeat the British. 

Parades are part of the fabric of Army life. The call to “pass in review” is a time-honored tradition 
that elicits pride in soldiers and their family members as a group of individuals march as one. The 
parade in Washington, D.C., last month did not just celebrate the longevity of the Army as an 
organization. Rather, it celebrated the proud men and women who took an oath and joined the 
ranks of patriots – individuals who chose to put our Country’s well-being and very survival above 
their own personal gain or comfort. 

Our Army of individuals is why we are the United States of America. Without the Army, there 
would be no Declaration of Independence, no Constitution. Without the Army, the Union may not 
have survived the years of civil strife. Without the selfless service of Army personnel in World 
War I, World War II and in multiple armed conflicts since then, we might be living in a world 
dictated by greed-fueled expansionism and the threat of global terrorism. 

Thank you to all the men and women who have chosen to serve in the Army throughout the past 
250 years, and to those who will follow in your footsteps. The U.S. Army is great because its men 
and women are great – a force of individuals with a singular goal: to support and protect our 
Constitution, our way of life and our great Country. Happy Birthday! 

Susan Allen 

 
 
 



Active Component News 

 
COL Tom Goksel, the Corps Specific Branch Component Officer, at the Office of the 
Chief, Army Dental Corps, is retiring this summer. His replacement is COL Scott Rankin, 
the current commander of Dental Health Command, Europe. 

MAJ Caitlyn Menicucci, the current executive fellow at the office, is departing Joint Base 
San Antonio (JBSA) for Walter Reed Army Medical Center to begin the Oral Pathology 
Residency Program. Her replacement is MAJ Austin Stubbs, a comprehensive dentist. 

Army Dental Corps Chief 

 



Looking for a Few Good…Volunteers 
By Frank Nasser 

Have you ever experienced a thing called ‘helper’s high?” It is analogous to “runner’s 
high.” A feeling of well-being, and some would say euphoria, brought on by the release 
of endogenous chemicals following physical activity. In the case of runners, it is the 
release of endorphins. For people willing to volunteer and help others or organizations 
studies have shown that they experience an increase in the release of dopamine, the so 
called ‘feel-good’ chemical. These are innate rewards for efforts to improve oneself and 
motivation to continue. 
 
The AAD would like to offer you the opportunity to experience the “helper’s high.” We 
are looking for individuals willing to support Army Dentistry and the mission of the AAD. 
Since its inception, the AAD has depended entirely on volunteers to serve in leadership 
positions and fulfill key objectives established by the all-volunteer Board of Directors. All 
of the efforts behind creating the Army Dentistry Monument, building the AAD website, 
publishing this newsletter and supporting countless morale building activities have been 
done by volunteers. There is so much more we can do, but we need your help. 
 
MG (Ret) Pat Sculley epitomized the Army value of selfless service. As you read the 
tributes to him it is apparent how much he gave to help and support others in the 
military and civilian sectors. To paraphrase Martin Luther King, Jr., all you need to serve 
others is a ‘heart full of grace’ and ‘a soul generated by love.’ Pat Sculley certainly had 
that and no doubt an abundance of endogenous dopamine. 
 
The only criterion for volunteering is a willingness to stand in support of Army Dentistry 
and support the mission of the AAD. The call for volunteers goes out to everyone: active 
and reserve service members; retired officers and NCOs/enlisted; spouses; Department 
of the Army civilians and anyone connected to Army Dentistry. Your ideas for improving 
the AAD and bolstering the image of Army Dentistry are welcomed and encouraged. 
Bring your skills and join a group of like-minded volunteers. The potential benefits in 
terms of personal and organizational growth could be significant. Volunteering is simple. 
Just send the AAD an email expressing your desire to help and you will receive a 
response. (email: assoc.army.dentistry@gmail.com) 
 
For a personal account of service to others, read “Giving of Yourself” by Susan Allen in 
this issue of the AAD Newsletter. 
 
Volunteer to support Your organization! 
  

mailto:assoc.army.dentistry@gmail.com


Spouses Corner 
Presented by The Spouses and Surviving Spouses Committee 

Giving of Yourself 
By Susan Allen 

Reading the tributes to MG (Ret) Patrick Sculley got me thinking about the history of 
volunteerism among Army dentists and their spouses. There is no doubt that Pat made a 
significant impact on the U.S. Army Dental Corps. It is also true that through his 
volunteering he made an impact on the communities in which he lived. 

When I was a young bride on our first assignment with Gary in Germany, I sometimes 
dreaded going to the Dental Wives coffees. I knew that the commander’s wife would 
gently pressure us to volunteer for a variety of activities – Thrift Shop, Red Cross, post 
committees, bake sales, etc. I can still hear her asking for just five wives for the Thrift 
Shop because the DENTAC was responsible for staffing one day each week. As a first-
time mother with a newborn at home, I was not confident I could manage motherhood 
and volunteering.  

It was not long, however, before I realized that volunteering really was not a chore. 
Rather, it was an opportunity to make friends and support the community. Years later, as 
the wife of a commander, I had much more empathy for other commanders’ wives who 
were the first in line when tasked with finding volunteers to meet the needs of the 
installation. 

Over the years, I became an advocate for volunteers – those individuals who choose to 
give their time and talents to improve their communities. At several posts I made a point 
of calculating the dollars associated with volunteer hours, ensuring that the installation 
leadership recognized the value of those individuals who were not receiving a paycheck 
but were providing needed services. I truly believe that volunteers make a positive 
financial impact, and that leaders should acknowledge, endorse and celebrate their 
contributions. The Red Cross Volunteer Dental Assistant program, which still exists and 
fills a critical need at many Army installations in the U.S., Europe and Asia, is a good 
example. Gary often mentions that he could not have done his job in Augsburg, as a new 
captain straight out of dental school, without his volunteer Red Cross dental assistant. 

I believe that volunteering is part of the Army DNA. Military members and their families 
understand what it means to serve others. They live it every day through their paid and 
non-paid jobs. 

Service to others is the rent you pay for your room here on earth. 
          Attributed to Muhammad Ali 

While Gary was on active duty, I discovered many volunteer opportunities – some I 
found, some found me. I was active with the Red Cross and with local PTAs. I helped 
organize and run the foundation that supported the families of soldiers killed or seriously 



injured during the Green Ramp mass casualty at Fort Bragg. I led Girl Scout troops, 
collected blankets for the homeless, baked and sold treats at the Marine Corps Marathon 
and was a high school band mom. Sometimes my volunteering was just a minor 
contribution. At other times, being a volunteer became a full-time job. Regardless of my 
time commitment, however, I almost always felt appreciated, and I certainly felt 
personally rewarded by the experience. 

Finding the right opportunity is the first step in volunteering. If you find something you 
genuinely enjoy, like I did, you will never regret getting involved. And … if you are looking 
for something “close to home,” consider volunteering with your organization – the 
Association of Army Dentistry. The AAD could use a few good Soldiers, officers, NCOs, 
Department of the Army civilian employees and spouses to help them attain its goals and 
support the U.S. Army Dental Corps. 

The best part about volunteering is that when everyone does a little, no one must do a 
lot. Join the ranks of the dedicated volunteers in your community and discover the joy of 
serving others. As John F. Kennedy said, “Every person can make a difference, and 
every person should try.” 

In Memoriam 
Sculley, Patrick David, MG, USA (Ret)                                     9-12-1947 — 4-15-2025 

Please see the AAD’s tribute to MG (Ret) Sculley at the conclusion of this newsletter. 

MG Sculley Obituary 

Reid, David Paul, LTC, USA (Ret)        6-10-1952 — 3-19-2025 

LTC Reid passed unexpectantly on March 19, 2025. He served for 29 years in the U.S. 
Army, entering active-duty service in January 1978. David embraced Celtic history and 
culture. Indeed, he marched in St. Patrick’s Day parades in Hawaii and Japan. 

LTC Reid Obituary  

Storie, David Quincy IV, COL, USA (Ret)                   7-26-1934 — 2-9-2021 

COL Storie had a distinguished 30-year career in the Army. An excellent clinician and 
board-certified prosthodontist, he taught fixed prosthodontics at Fort Hood, Tex., and 
Fort Benning, Georgia. He earned a Bronze Star as the commander of the 39th Medical 
Detachment KJ in Vietnam. 

COL Storie Obituary  

https://associationofarmydentistry.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Sculley-MG-Ret-Patrick-David-9-12-1947-4-14-2025.pdf
https://associationofarmydentistry.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Reid-David-Paul-LTC-USA-Ret-6-10-1952-3-19-2025.pdf
https://associationofarmydentistry.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Storie-COL-Ret-David-Quincy-IV-07-26-1934-02-09-2021-1.pdf


Baker, Frank Lee, COL, USA (Ret)    3-20-1930 — 6-24-2014 

COL Baker served for 30 years in the U.S. Army Dental Corps. After his retirement, he 
taught at the Baylor School of Dentistry for another 20 years. 

COL Baker Obituary  

If there are obituaries of colleagues or friends that you wish to share with our members, 
please forward that information to the AAD so we can make them available in our 
newsletters and on the website. Association of Army Dentistry In Memoriam 

Social Media 
LTC Mike Hoffman, the AAD’s Facebook page administrator, keeps the Army dental 
community informed of current news throughout the Army Dental Care System. Visit the 
AAD on Facebook or Instagram for the latest information.  

AAD Facebook Page  AAD Instagram Page  

In Conclusion  
We are honored to present the special section in memory of General Sculley at the 
conclusion of this newsletter.  

We invite our members to share articles and/or vignettes about their life of service, either 
before or after retirement. Please forward them to the email address below. More 
information about the AAD Personal History Project is available on the AAD webpage. 

AAD Personal History Project   

assoc.army.dentistry@gmail.com 

As we celebrate the 249th anniversary of our Nation, please keep our young men and 
women in uniform defending our freedoms in your thoughts and prayers.  

“Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction. We didn't pass it to our 
children in the bloodstream. It must be fought for, protected, and handed on for them to do 
the same, or one day we will spend our sunset years telling our children and our children's 
children what it was once like in the United States where men were free.”   

Ronald Reagan 

 
Editors —Ron Lambert, COL, USA, (Ret), Jay Etzenbach, COL, USA (Ret), and Susan Allen. 

https://associationofarmydentistry.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Baker-COL-Ret-Frank-Lee-03-20-1930-06-24-2014.pdf
https://associationofarmydentistry.org/in-memoriam/
https://www.facebook.com/AssociationofArmyDentistry
https://www.instagram.com/aad_1911/?fbclid=IwAR1UB-VugGa64HXqytrXGEpV6kx2q-oTPUjFysyHmOhvbex1WNflIJ4Mf9Q
https://associationofarmydentistry.org/aad-personal-history-project/
mailto:assoc.army.dentistry@gmail.com


AAD Officers 
Karen M. Keith, COL, USA (Ret) – President and Chair of the Board 

George Hucal, COL, USA (Ret) – Vice President 

Francis E. Nasser, Jr., COL, USA (Ret) – Executive Director 

David Ferguson, COL, USA, (Ret) – Secretary 

Ms. Wanda Kavanaugh, USA Civilian (Ret) – Treasurer 

Association of Army Dentistry 
18203 Rim Drive 101 #1146 

San Antonio, TX 78257 

(726) 842-0990 

assoc.army.dentistry@gmail.com 
The AAD is your organization! 

The Association of Army Dentistry is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. We are a philanthropic 
organization dedicated to honoring the past, supporting the present and inspiring the future 

of Army Dentistry. 

mailto:assoc.army.dentistry@gmail.com


          

 

The Association of Army Dentistry 

VISION 
"The Association of Army Dentistry honors our past, supports the present, and inspires 
the future of Army Dentistry." 

 
MISSION 

“The mission of the Association of Army Dentistry is to advance Army Dentistry by 
promoting morale, esprit de corps; supporting activities focused on recruitment and 
retention; providing dental education, and coaching/mentoring; recognizing those who 
serve and have served the Nation via Army Dentistry; and fostering an appreciation of the 
history and accomplishments of Army Dentistry.” 
 

STRATEGIC PILLARS 

1. Morale and Esprit de Corps 

2. Recruitment and Retention 

3. Dental Education 

4. Coaching and Mentoring 

5. Honoring Service 

6. Army Dentistry History 
  



Honoring the Life, Legacy and Service 
of MG (Ret) Patrick D. Sculley 

 
In Memoriam 

 
MG (Ret) Patrick David Sculley 

Sept. 12, 1947 – April 14, 2025 
U.S. Army Deputy Surgeon General  

23rd Chief of the U.S. Army Dental Corps 
Chief of Staff, U.S. Army Medical Command 

 
MG (Ret) Patrick D. Sculley, former deputy surgeon general 
and 23rd chief of the U.S. Army Dental Corps, U.S. Army 
deputy surgeon general, and chief of staff, U.S. Army 
Medical Command, passed away April 14, 2025, after a 
long and courageous battle with cancer. Sculley’s legacy is 
one of extraordinary service, scholarship and enduring 
impact.  

Early Life and Education 

Patrick David Sculley was born on Sept. 12, 1947, in 
Jamestown, N.Y. He attended Washington and Jefferson 
College in Washington, Pa., where he participated in the 

ROTC program and played college football. Following his graduation in 1969, Sculley 
attended dental school at State University of New York, Buffalo. After graduating in 1973 
with a Doctor of Dental Science degree, he entered the U.S. Army Dental Corps. 

Military Service 

Sculley completed the General Practice Residency programs at Ft. Meade, Md., and Ft. 
Knox, Ky. After commanding the 576th Medical Detachment in Bad Kreuznach, Germany, 
he first served as staff officer and assistant inspector general at the U.S. Army Health 
Services Command at Ft. Sam Houston, San Antonio, Texas, and then as the dental 
consultant to the U.S. Army Surgeon General, in Washington, D.C. He was selected to 
command the Fort Bragg Dental Activity and later assumed command of the newly 
established U.S. Army Dental Command. 

Sculley was a graduate of the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College and the 
U.S. Army War College. He earned a Master of Arts degree in Health Services 
Management from Webster University in St. Louis, Mo., and was board certified in 
general dentistry and oral medicine. 

In June 1995, Sculley was promoted to brigadier general and took command of the U.S. 
Army Center for Health Promotion and Preventative Medicine at Aberdeen Proving 



Ground, Md. Four years later, he was promoted to major general and served as U.S. 
Army deputy surgeon general, chief of the U.S. Army Dental Corps, and chief of staff of 
the U.S. Army Medical Command. He retired on April 27, 2002. Upon retirement, the 
Army awarded Scully the Distinguished Service Medal for exceptionally meritorious 
service with significant contributions to national security or defense.  

Sculley oversaw key advancements in care delivery, including the establishment of the 
U.S. Army Dental Command. He promoted a forward-thinking “deep battle” approach to 
healthcare – emphasizing prevention and readiness to reduce demand on clinical 
systems. 

Living a Life of Service 

While on active duty and after retirement, Sculley was an energetic member of the 
communities in which he and his family lived and made significant contributions to many 
professional organizations. 

He supported his children by becoming a softball coach, an assistant football coach and 
a basketball coach. 

After retiring, Sculley was executive director of Sigma Xi, the Scientific and Engineering 
Honor Society in Research Triangle Park, N.C. He also served as a member of the 
advisory council of Raleigh-Durham United Service Organizations and of the steering 
committee for the North Carolina Lead the Way program.  

In 2005, Sculley returned to Texas as the director of 
science and technology for Texas Center for Applied 
Technology within the Texas A&M University System. 
In 2009, he joined the Uniformed Services University of 
Health Sciences (USUHS) as senior vice president for 
university programs and was also executive dean of Postgraduate Dental College. He 
retired as dean emeritus in June 2016. 

Sculley held membership and leadership positions in multiple professional organizations, 
such as the Association of Military Surgeons of the United States, the American Board of 
General Dentistry, The American College of Health Care Executives, the International 
College of Dentists and the Order of Military Medical Merit. He was actively involved with 
the AMEDD Museum Foundation and The Lighthouse for the Blind and was a member of 
the board of directors for GPM Life Insurance Company.  

A Family Man at Heart 

While Sculley had a very distinguished career, he was most proud of his family. He and 
his wife Peggy, whom he married in 1967, had one daughter, Patricia, and three sons, 
Paul, Perry and Pete. After retirement, he spent time working on his ranch and attending 
his grandkids’ events and other family gatherings. 

Dental Leader Passes Away: 
Remembering Major General 
(Retired) Patrick D. Sculley - 
USU News 

https://news.usuhs.edu/2025/04/dental-leader-passes-away-remembering.html
https://news.usuhs.edu/2025/04/dental-leader-passes-away-remembering.html
https://news.usuhs.edu/2025/04/dental-leader-passes-away-remembering.html
https://news.usuhs.edu/2025/04/dental-leader-passes-away-remembering.html


Preserving the History and Legacy of the Army Dental Corps 

Sculley was one of the founding members and 
directors of the Association of Army Dentistry and 
frequently promoted the rich history of the Army Dental 
Corps. 

Building on the efforts of others, he successfully 
worked with a dedicated group to secure the Medal of 
Honor for World War II Army Dentist CPT Ben 
Salomon. The Medal of Honor was presented on May 
1, 2002, by President George W. Bush in the Rose 
Garden and is now on permanent display at the Army 
Medical Department Museum in San Antonio, Texas. 

MG (Ret) Patrick Sculley was a leader who will be 
greatly missed and forever loved. 

MG (Ret) Patrick David Sculley Obituary 

 
Tributes 
The following individuals provided tributes in honor of MG (Ret) Patrick Sculley. This link 
(Tributes) will take you to those personal tributes, which are reproduced in the unedited 
words of the writers. The AAD thanks all those who shared their thoughts. 

Justin Allen 
COL (Ret) Ray Bersan 
LTG (Ret Ronald R. Blanck 
COL (Ret) Michael Garvin 
COL (Ret) Robert L. Keeler 
Roland Keller 
COL (Ret) John Klish, USAF 
COL (Ret) Leonard Mueninghoff 
John Ortiz, MD 
Darrel Porr 
COL (Ret) Evan M. Renz 
COL (Ret) Mike and Jill Rethman 
COL (Ret) Larry Scheitler 
Aaron and Amy Silver 
COL (Ret) Peter M. Tan 
Tom Thomas, MD, DDS 
COL (Ret) Charles Wakefield 
Kevin Werthmann and Eileen Gorman 

An Oral History Interview with  
MG (Ret) Patrick Sculley 

CPT Salomon 
Medal of Honor Recipient 

The Story of Captain Ben L. 
Salomon: At the Intersection of 
Character and Circumstance 

At the Intersection of Character 
and Circumstance Transcript 

Congressional Medal of Honor 
Citation — Captain Benjamin 
Louis Salomon 

 

The History of the U.S. Army 
Dental Corps 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/san-antonio-tx/patrick-sculley-12345770
https://associationofarmydentistry.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/V4_FENeditJaysList_Tributes_06222025.pdf
https://associationofarmydentistry.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/DentalCorpsChiefsOralHistoryInterviewsVolume2.pdf
https://associationofarmydentistry.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/DentalCorpsChiefsOralHistoryInterviewsVolume2.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GTWQgpLuQnc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GTWQgpLuQnc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GTWQgpLuQnc
https://associationofarmydentistry.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/At-the-Intersection-of-Character-Circumstance-MG-Ret-Patrick-D-Sculley-08-22-2017.pdf
https://associationofarmydentistry.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/At-the-Intersection-of-Character-Circumstance-MG-Ret-Patrick-D-Sculley-08-22-2017.pdf
https://www.cmohs.org/recipients/benjamin-l-salomon
https://www.cmohs.org/recipients/benjamin-l-salomon
https://www.cmohs.org/recipients/benjamin-l-salomon
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/857158/army-dental-services-history
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/857158/army-dental-services-history
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